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 TAPE #1 .

JOHN PITROJICH

References Argonaut Mine disaster---crewman
zmes Clayton, remember him, he snd I weregood friends. Begovich,
Yankoviche--I remember a lot of thase Slavs, But Ben Sanguinetti,
that's who I went to see. The first.morning I beard about this I
went end saw Ben. Ssys Ben I better go help sut in the crews,
I ot on the 3 %5 11 crewe Work aboul six hours, about Iour crews
see, .Work right through and of course the‘gas end everytuing in that
irgonaite-=no body could go down there., They had these government
men, they had masks s:d they went down there. Ahyhow they had
thege pas maéks and they could go down there...we went to work'in
the Kennedy on the 36th (level), The level hadn't been worked for
yeere, but that wase slmost the level where they thought them fellers
~WOf@’£nd we drifted in inan old drift, That's a tunnel, an old
drift, see? Yo drifted in trere snd we worked three weeks, And most
of “his drift was throuch slate, you know what this Mather Lode
slete 10?7 One poart ie greenstone the otvher is slstee Therels g
slin during an upheaval and this 4rift wes in this slate nripinally
which 1= essy tn go through. But during the yeers they dida't work
thls elste squeeczes, but the big-hends thought they could go in
there nretty fazet, But it slowed us up, I fegﬁmber working in there
in conditions abQut this ‘high (%) and theres Qas an old track
down belowe We rﬁn into an nld car thet we had to bang open, it was
all rusty, and we went right over it, That lsy we ot 1t out,
And we kept working, They had a wheel barrow crew, They brought e

bunch of wheel barrows in there and thetonly way we could work
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cause there was no track wés like thate It wss really short
conditions, aud you see maybe one guy would bring his wheel

barrow down to me from like clear across the street. Then we dug

in the sides here to étand the barrow straight upe. Just like

we dug an impression in the side of the walle. You put your
vheelbarrow straight up so the guy could come snd you could pick
his up and then he'd take yours baseck. And we worked in those
conditions for almosgst twenty one days-e--that what 1t took us to

get in there,

There was & ¢ross cut and we'd f£ill that up full of mucke A

CROss cut 1Se«ewam I giving you what you want? Is that sll right?
(Yes, 1t is.)

You see, the 36th in the XKennedy was & straight shaft. They figured
this drift (tunnel) would hit the Argonaut pretty close to wherse
these people should be. And this was the conditlons we worked ine«e
this wes glate, and over here, naybe, & couple of hundred feet {rom
where we thought we'd go up there was a big opening in the
greenstone—~;they call it a creses cut, We filled that up with s

lot »f dirt, as fsr as we could go and put the muck anyplace we
could that would get 1t out fast. But this muck here we took over
%o the 36th statiom, when this station comes down into the Kennedy
it's & big open station like that. And the éﬁip or the ixx cage

or whatever you want to call it stops thers and you get out

and there's a lot of room there, an air compressor in there, so

we finally got over here after 18 or 20 days and Mr. Dowhs, can you

remsmber Mr, Downs? No, that's before your time., He was the County



Surveyore ﬁ§ come in there and he told us-ynl‘ll never forged I
Fenrrned o Le theree-el was just a little puy on the crew, don't
think T wze g big shot ther$-~~hc gays you gotta go up on & &%

here for,I forgzet, so many feet hers and you should hit the

L2 1r the Arponsut, which we 4id. Anyway, we broke through on the
2 right onm the bottom of this arift, You see, the shaft wes over herc
gnd this drift from the Argonaut come this waye-—eand Igll never
forgst I was sitting on the mfmps stabiou vhen the last shot wase
goiny 1o and T heppened to---«tbat crew snd I wes scared up to hers,
you ¥nosw T dAldn't knov which way that smole would £0e ﬁheﬁ the
carbon monoxide, is thst wbat they call 1%, but they had it

firured wat, this Muldoon shefby golng up the grede thie side »f
the Argonaut sbout waybe & thousand feet dswan the road wes the

Muldoon shaft sa2d 1t was the zir shaft for the Argonéut. It
connected into a lot of levels end it hsd a blower there and the
Llowars weore suching tre 2ir out, A0 they figured that the air
when Lt hit throvgh end they busted this last rourd in the
Arvgongutee=l tsll you, I happened to be sitting on the 36th{8tation
and, God Demn, I don't kndw which way this stuff is cdming UPewwiEE
there's no way you can go, ya kaowe But 4t didn'te~wund I czn
remenber that just lile looling at youe--and when thst shtot went
out there that air just rushed throush thereg and then I walked

and went over there towrds the end tb@re’werc rocks this big

golng straight up that 45 from the drsft that wvas ecrezted. Rocks
that it your face and evsrythingg o, a8 ve callea them, the
canary men went in theres They were good guys, they knew whet they

were dolng, They carried & little csge with & canary in ite
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That poor little cenary would 4eel over and they knew 1t was
getting awful strong. So, we went in there and there wvas a'fella
o211 sur crew by the name of 8mith. He was a husky guy and they
kind of put him ia charge of the {irst crew that went down

there, They plcked five of theme I begged like héll to go down
with them, I said, I wente go with youe I don't know what the
hall wes fhe mgiter with me, 1 was a young punk, ya knowe

And, by Cod, ho let me goo So I was one of the Lirst five

down to the 4é where these peorle wers, But I didn't go in there
whars Uhey were becpuse there wes & b;g bulkheaﬁ there and those
conary men went In there Lecauss I think Lhere was etill some g=2s
and 1t was kinda in the drift, see, It wes in one of these
eroggeuts and off center on the drifte. 8o, after fhey figured it was

:
L T PR S N OISV 5 M S 1
alrisht and everyiltling they got help, I

o

alned Lo talie Qive of the
first people oub of therse I dAidn't see any of them bocsuse they

had them all wreopped up and they had & big gause mask Ohwe=and
Tormeldohyde, 1t emalloc awlal, that wus o4 them. And tley tcok‘them
Trox the Léth and instelled what they called & EUEERSHWHNEVKIELILONN
tugger (?), a tugger is a little alr compressor with e gun on it,
gnd it's about that big (?) but they used thewm & lot in the mines

ta wrve Biphere sand rhings. and they hed moybe & 3/¢ line snd ihey
Histalled that on the 42 up here, and they p‘;t & line down to the
46th, They strapped them poor guys on this kind of chicken wire
‘stretcher, and they had them all wrapped up and strapped on.

They found them all in there, all of them dead,

In this cross cut over here they tell me that as soon &s those poor

fellows keeled over I guess they just took them and put them in
one corner
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over here, in a pile, So, the first five I helped take out, and
taklu; them out through that drift thet we drifted, you had to
cramp to go in there you aadw. You'd have to walk a little way
and then hold them, and just two guys could do ite %0 we got the
first [ive out to the 34th 1in the Kennedy=-=then we put them osn
the gkip ana went upe And al'ter that they got five of us to g2 Lo
Los Angelese Went down tlere to raise monaey. fou'd think we were
big heroes down there., “lte lime was three blocks long to ;et in
anu see us monkeys~-éAndy, he pave a speech snd tliis Roy “kelley,
he gave g little sketch snd we £nt more luvitstioas for dinner
and stulf, The main purpose of this was to raise money for the
orphens snd familles, and we did raise quite 2 bit 97 money,

I remenber efter this we wers iu Graumsu's Theater, sud we had a
matinee and two shows at nighte God, that shtow business gat
borlng. we had these old clothes on, these are the originsl
clothesy I still have ny lamp, but I haven't ot 1y hate

We all went down there, and I remember golng out to Vernon to the
prize fipghte And they announced that minsrs {rom the Argonautb
disaster would be there snd that sny donations would be welcome,

Then we went up in the ringe==and I never seen so much money

Jote

- thrown in that ring. I had to pick up these silver dnllers in
my hat end s lot of greenbacks toas One puy was carrying a sack
and jJust stuffing it awaye I don't know how much money we got, 1
think around $20,000. Thet was a lot of money in them d=ys,

Aﬁd we had o donstion box in fron sf “tre Lisater Loo,

After that, well I wasn't here during the funersly I was 1in Los

Angeles, Now, I don't know what kind of interview you went?

(This is perfect, just what I wanted to hesr, )
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I had to big‘picture of the crewe This poor fellow had e brother
in there and i know he went up in the front where they had a lot
of dipging going through this slate. The slate was kinda =saft

but etill firm and two of them would be up there digging by

hend and & couple of them mucking. And this poor fella, hésbrother
wae in there and when it come time to quip he didn't want to and

I sehd, "Come on, there's other people to do 1t." 1'11l never
forget him, he wesn't a regulzsr miner but he wanted ts get In there
to his brother, ‘

We worked Ifrom three ti1l about nine or ten I guess it was, And
they had four shifts on therey they never stopped working. Took
three weekg to get in there., Well, I knew after ten days that they
couldn't iast,

Dobyou want anything else? Do you want these plctures?

(8ure. )

Why don't you take this bnoke

Here's a plcture of old Fessel. He wrote this nn the wall, see,
"Three o'clock, gas getting strong."™ And the poor fella thought
he'd get away and he went way up, I forget what level, I think

the 4ith, and the poor fella passed out up thera I puess,

and they found him one year later, This was when they flooded the
mine to k11l all the fire and then drained it out agginee-and tﬁat’s
when they found hime. They found hin way up in o stope (7).

(What was the orlzin of the fire¥)

I think if wes fauity-~-this is just hears;ﬁgou knove==I think it
was faulty elect;icity golng down that shaft. Becruse, I'11 tell

shaft
you, the Argonmut’on an incline wes éry slmost to the bottom,
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There was a lot of dry timber there, now it could be thst

a short circult sterteds That's what they figured.

Oh, I tell ya. Thase peuvple were on the levels from 42 to L6,

The LOth was down where most of them were working. But the 42 was
where we cane in. |

(This was in 19227)

Yah,

(Wae the 4€ the bottom of the wine?)

Koy noy noe 1 don't think so. 5600 I think it wes. I think thet
the Argonaut Mine followed this wédmxem vein on sn incline, it
followed all ttis ore, and when it got down here they lost 1t snd
they come mgybe tlids waye

What else do you want to know?

(Cén vou tell ne snything abisut these men on these liste?)

These fellows from the Argonaut didn't come around to miche They
stayed hidden. ARE these some of the people who come over to help?

(Yos, this e 2 list of the rescue people, )

Well, I can tell you sowelhing aboub mny c¢rews I'he people on this list

didn't work on the Emsumxzrawy rescue crew. You ger, this wos on g
Sunday, and £ lot of the regular guye didn't zo0 to work, That's
why thers were only about 46, otherwise there would have been a
hundred of them,

0f course, I'essel. There were all kinds of stories th%t he set the
fire.

That really wentlthat thing (skip?)e When you'd stop at thst station

the give in that cable would bounce it g lot. You couldn't get off that
thing right awsy, you just had to wait t111 1t settled down and stopred,



It %as 21 deve I worked ia tiere, snd I losht about 20 pounde,

From stooping over and pusbing those wheel baorrows oy back wes

81l rewe And fthere wren't such alr in theree When you ¢et in

those deep mines if v-u taven®t pot eny énmpressed pir 1t et

hot resl quick,

I recember there wrs s 1ittls sir ~ipe when we fivsi storied 14
ttere thet tiey cnnnectod un, 1t wes prefty close Lo ble stabion
snd I used to petl §nﬁ@r 14 to c2nl off,

(Y21 hiad tn uge viheel harrows becouse thls wae an‘uuuaﬁé‘ﬂri?t?)
fretls risbhte Thore were un reile or csre or ns:kiug in tieres

To get in there ag fwnt as they cruld they due with vickes,

I doubt that 1if they hia? shot in this slstey ya know it you put
powder in sémbﬁhing that isn't too hard 1t just wptes 8 lnlGeew

it doean't break. Alsog you'ld have tn coutend Wit thet powler
sriolte and eveviring,

vihen we ras esine un oa this LY Mr, Downs the ( »unty surveyosr =eid
yau have to §9 up ebout £0 feet, And aflter every biast we'd (o

in there; snd boy, 1% would rive vou n besdaches I'1l1 never Tor.et

thet last rounde I was scenred to desth on Lhor 39th statizne

%

If bt pos comes t1ls wovee=hult 1% dldnfte. On tie Mulldoon ehalt

;;

they tied those blowers sucklag 1t sute Those blowers were Dige
Going up the 287 6o the mine you could see them jusht sucklay the
air sute And thate ‘he renesn the cas dldntt cone dup weye Unuree

thie experbe bmew thety but I didntte I wae ceored,



